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: I hesitate to add more: categorles or another typology to the many already

floatlng around. Yet I feel some further clarlflcatlon of levels or types
of sector assessment may be needed to improve communlcatlon and analysis on

7;problems and needs of sector assessment work

;'* f:ﬁd1n~ the follow1ng typology useful for my. own thnklng. IL spec;fles
fcur levels of sector analysis. ‘Each would loglcally be built on a base of
Tne ovecedlng levels, 1mp1101tly if not explicitly. To what level the
zssessment should be carried or at what level the assessment should be
focused depends on the purpose. Most assessments are hybrids, doing bits

and pieces of each level of assessment without comprehen51ve or self-contalned
coverace of any level.

(l) sector survel “ descrlptlve proflle'} static and/or histOricai“

(2%‘ sector an aly31s = assessment of dynamlcs of sector 8 operatlons 1n
- producing its outputs (how do the major factors in
the system interact through time), and of the
effect of alternative interventions or changes
in the system on achievement of the various goals,
which need prior speciflcatlon.

(3) - identification of beneral means of getting from
A to B, e.g., from a system that does X to a
system that does Y (logically, this would be
based on sector analy81s, expl1c1t or 1mpllclt)

sector strateg

(4) sector E;an or Eggg;am - set of activities to be undertaken' a
plan logically should include or be based on a
strategy, as ratlonale for the program.

My approprlatlon of terms is somewhat arbltrary, though in accord W1th some
common usages. The most difficult semantlc problem for effective communication
of meaning, perhaps, is w1th the term 'analysis", which generically is more

or less synonomous with ' assessment and could refer to all four categories,
although "sector analysis" buffs have tended to assign it Lhe more limited
meaning used ‘here,

: In reviewing Professor Harbison's excellent prellmlnary, rough draft on

"The Assessment of Nation-Wide Learning Systems", I felt that the discussion

~of approaches to sector assessment bounced around some among these types of
assessment without clear differentiations, and that the way the various

considerations involved in doing sector assessment are dealt with may well
be affected by the type of assessment sought.
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